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JUb and power of Jesus Christ becomes 
evidence of the Easter event. 
by Harvey R. Sider 
Dare one claim that the impact of 
Easter is more practical than theologi-
cal? 
While a few people may be convinced 
of the resurrection by theologizing, I am 
certain that more are convinced by how 
the resurrection has impacted lives. 
He seemed a most improbable and 
perplexing "Christian." Although a 
leader in a prominent Protestant denomi-
nation, he sat across the room from me 
vigorously denying the bodily resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. No theological 
arguments or "biblical proofs" caused 
him to change his mind. 
A well-educated Hindu sat in my 
office. He seemed eager to know about 
Christ. But his eyes popped wide in 
obvious disbelief when I shared my faith 
in the resurrection. He never returned 
for further discussion. 
The Muslim priest listened attentively 
while I preached about Jesus Christ. But 
when I spoke of the resurrection, it was 
more than he could handle. Dialogue set 
in but no theological or scriptural pre-
sentation convinced him of the truth. 
The biblical accounts are evidence of 
the very practical impact of the living 
Lord. Jesus repeatedly emphasized his 
impending death and resurrection. How-
ever, it was when the disciples actually 
Harvey Sider is bishop of the Canadian 
Conference, and serves as current moderator 
of the denomination. 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
In this issue . 
FEATURES 
The Easter Impact 2 
by Harvery Sider 
Behold, thy king cometh 4 
by Millard Herr 
Restoring wholeness 
in our fragmented world 6 
by Devon Bontrager 
Missions and the 
local congregation 7 
by Merle Brubaker 
Missions to the cities . . . 
God's business and ours 8 
by Roy Sider 
Managua: A weekend of 
highlights 9 
Summer Service: What is it? 12 
Quizzing in Zambia 13 
by Rachel Melhorn 
DEPARTMENTS 
Church News 10 
Readers Respond 14 
Dialogue: An open letter 
to the IRS 14 
Messiah College News 15 
Editorial: "He Was Seen" 15 
The Contemporary Scene 16 
General Conference Information 16 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume 95 (USPS 180-300) Number 7 
Officii) publication of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, published semi-monthly by Evangel 
Press. 301 N Elm Street IP O Box 166). Nap-
panee, IN 46550-0166 
Editor: Glen A Pierce 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Alice Dourte 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer 
Heisey 
Christian Education: Harriet Bicksler 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Dwight E Bert Paul E Hosteller. Louis O. 
Cober. Lester C. Fretz. Paul E Witter. James 
W Esh. Emerson Fiey 
Mailing Information: 
All correspondence and manuscripts should 
be addressed to the Editor. Evangelical Visitor. 
P O. Box 166. Nappanee IN 46550-0166. 
Changes of address should include both the 
old and new address 
Renewals: 1 year - S7.00:2 years - S13.50:3 years 
- S20 00:5 years - S32.50 New and gift subscrip-
tions, $6-00 a year. Lifetime, $125.00. 
Overseas airmail rates available upon request 
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 
46550-0166. Printed .n U S.A. 
Member, Evangelical Press Association. 
3 
saw the empty tomb, when Jesus made 
his appearances to them, ate with them, 
and finally ascended into heaven before 
their astonished eyes that the reality and 
power of his resurrection became an 
obsession so great they went out to share 
the message around the world. 
True, we cannot, nor would we wish 
to, avoid the positive and tremendous 
theological implications of Easter. It 
forms the basis of our faith as so clearly 
articulated by Paul in I Corinthians 15. 
But the plausibilities and niceties of our 
theological arguments have little impact 
on a pagan society. 
Those cradled in the church can and 
do accept the fact by faith. However, in 
a world that lives primarily on the level 
of sight, sound and senses, the impact of 
the resurrection is usually best expressed 
through transformed lives. "Turned on" 
and "turned around" lives display the 
power and victory of the risen Lord. 
There are at least two areas where the 
Easter impact is more caught than 
taught. 
The first is the clear sense of victory 
Christians manifest in the midst of 
intense suffering and tragedy. 
No doubt Stephen's victorious mar-
tyrdom spoke more loudly than his ser-
mons to his persecutor, Saul. The annals 
of Christian history witness to the tre-
mendous impact Christians have made 
during the hours of persecution and 
death. 
In 1977, Pastor Gordon Gooderham 
lost a teenage son in a tragic car acci-
dent. In the midst of this painful expe-
rience, a victorious spirit was mani-
fested. Christ was exalted as Lord. At 
the graveside, Pastor Gooderham led 
the audience in singing, "God is so 
Good." 
Only two months earlier, Brian King-
don had suffered the loss of his father. 
Out of this, his search for the meaning of 
life was intensified. At this point, the 
Lord brought these two men together. 
Pastor Gooderham's expression of faith 
and victory in spite of a devastating 
experience was one of the powerful 
influences at work convincing Brian of 
the reality of the Christian faith. Only a 
resurrected Christ, who himself con-
quered death and the grave, could pro-
vide such hope for the future. Brian and 
his family are now committed, faithful 
and effective servants of the Lord. 
A second factor made possible pri-
marily through the resurrection is a high 
quality of living. One expression of this 
is a new dimension of love and an atti-
tude of joy and contentment. These are 
not dependent on prosperity, popular-
ity, power or prestige. What an impact 
this has exerted on a pagan world! 
Elton Trueblood, in his book Com-
pany of the Committed, contends that 
the most powerful expression of new life 
is a love which reveals itself in caring. So 
pronounced was this feature that the 
pagans looking on in amazement exclaim-
ed, "Behold, how they love one another." 
The testimony of the early church 
fathers, Tertullian and Justin Martyr, 
indicated that it was "the practice of 
lovingkindness that brands us in the 
eyes of many of our opponents . . . they 
are prepared to die for one another," 
(emphasis mine). A love that cares for 
the poor and oppressed, the lonely rich 
and sophisticated, and for everyone 
with whom we daily rub shoulders, is 
made possible through resurrection 
power. 
The impact of the 
resurrection is 
felt more when 
daily expressed 
in Christians' lives 
than by the most 
profound theological 
arguments. 
Whether we look at the world of the 
first century or ours today, the impact of 
the resurrection is felt more when daily 
expressed in Christians' lives than by the 
most profound theological arguments. 
Rubbing shoulders in the marketplace, 
teaching, farming, shopping—all done 
in the resurrected life and power of Jesus 
Christ—becomes convincing evidence 
of the Easter event. 
April 10, 1982 
Behold, thy king comcth 
by Millard Herr 
Man is still awed by the size, the power, and the 
glitter of his own creations. He still prefers to 
prance and strut, even when he celebrates the 
coming of that one who came "meek . . . and 
sitting upon an ass ..." 
behold, thy king cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, . . ." (Zech. 9:9; Mt. 21:5). 
That the concept of the Great King 
should be associated with that of the ass 
in the same brief expression is foreign to 
human thought and feeling. Only in our 
theology or our scriptures do we per-
ceive our king upon an ass. The perspec-
tive of religious circles as well as political 
sees the greatest service as performed by 
the person in the highest position. He 
leads the parade of human protocol and 
is thought to have influence with God. 
The church assembly arrays its leader in 
fine thoughts and often in fine robes. 
But in truth it does not see him in the 
image of the one who is "meek and sit-
ting upon an ass." 
But should not the greatest be adorn-
ed with the finest accouterments? And if 
he is not, is he any less the greatest? Note 
that it was not Jesus that called himself a 
"King, . . . meek, and sitting upon an 
ass." It was the prophet Zechariah, and 
the evangelist later observing what the 
prophet had said. One is not great by 
office, or by acclamation, or by dress 
and entourage, or by the size and glam-
our of an edifice. True greatness does 
not need the fittings popularly asso-
ciated with it. Rather it resides in the 
essence of the being. 
Man does not so much strive to dis-
cern what true greatness is as he does to 
decide who shall be great. When he has 
made that decision, he adorns that one 
with all the trappings of his own con-
cepts. Whether in politics or in religion 
the man is revered because of his office. 
But within the divine perspective the 
office is dignified by the man. Certainly 
Jesus did not strive to qualify in man's 
mind for any messianic office. Had such 
been true, he would have sought honor 
within the synagogue and rapport with 
the Sanhedrin. But instead of seeking to 
be thusly attired over the human stand-
ard, he rather dignified the persons, the 
things, and the places that experienced 
his presence. 
The catalogue is extensive and begins 
with the lowly manger, which itself has 
now adorned the platforms of multi-
tudes of churches and public places. He 
gave an added glow and meaning to the 
stars of the sky. Shepherds and wise men 
visited him and went away remembered. 
Through him Barabbas and Pilate find 
their names prominent on the pages of 
history. The cruel Roman cross is now 
an object of reverence. Even the palm 
branch has come to symbolize the ap-
proach of peace and royalty. And the 
lowly ass has a sacred memory not 
enjoyed by the more elegant horse. 
We could go on. Music has not 
adorned him. Rather, he gave it a sub-
ject which made possible its most mag-
nificent expression. The painter has not 
portrayed him. Rather, he gave the 
painter something to paint. The sculptor 
has not carved his image. In truth, he 
carved his own and gave the sculptor 
something for his art. 
Let us ponder a little. We can worship 
his name and reverence the story, but 
what is the meaning of it all? We cannot 
be like him by riding into town on a 
donkey. Palm branches will not assure 
that our path leads to the great and the 
good. The hosannahs of the crowd may 
turn to rejection for us too. 
What is this strange attraction? Why 
did men seek Jesus, even if it was only to 
crucify him? Why do men seek him, 
even if it is only to study him? Certainly 
it is not because of a conscious compre-
hension of his greatness. It is not because 
of a human ability to choose values by 
the divine standard. The story of riding 
into the "Holy City" on an ass remains 
only a unique incident to be preached 
about on Palm Sunday. Man still is 
awed by the size, the power, and the 
glitter of his own creations. He still pre-
fers to prance and strut, even when he 
celebrates the coming of that one who 
came "meek, and sitting upon an ass 
Man is much encumbered by his own 
society, confused by a pseudo standard 
declared by many preachings. He builds 
himself towers to heaven to make him a 
name for his moral and social righ-
teousness and for his doctrine. The 
world is cluttered with the ruins of these 
efforts to be great, even the greatness of 
human righteousness, and the result is 
all the same. The glory fades and the 
power is but recorded in books. But 
during the height of the effort the tem-
poral glamour of man's doing is mis-
taken for the glory of God, only to 
become a reminder that as it began, it 
already is coming to an end. 
No one journeys to the Taj Mahal or 
to the Pyramids when he is faced with 
the eternal verities of his own life. The 
finery of dress and the size of the church 
mean nothing at such a time. As he 
looks for a representation of the values 
for which he still yearns, the image of 
that man on an ass comes into view; 
supported by none of man's domestica-
tions, adorned by none of man's crea-
tions, and not subject to his popular 
standard of acclaim. 
But the question remains: why do 
men seek Jesus? What reason is given by 
the church? What is my reason? What is 
yours? The one we may give in a Sunday 
School class or at some routine time of 
superficial consideration probably fails 
to give it true expression. Can we not 
think of a host of things that might take 
immediate precedence over considera-
tion of the present occasion? Even to 
quit our saying or reading here, or to 
adjourn our discussion? But we do not 
dismiss or adjourn the truly ultimate 
matters of life itself, nor do we want to. 
But is there an answer for now? Is 
there a reason when there is no need for 
one? My words become nothing but the 
idle pratings of a philosopher. It would 
be better were I to speak it at the funeral 
of a dearest friend or relative, at a time 
when the true and the ultimate are 
needed and desired, arguments are not 
wanted, opinions do not matter, and the 
clock is not watched! At such a time the 
drums cease, the marching stops, the 
glamour of saddle and strap falls from 
the horse, and we see standing there only 
a donkey—only that which was there 
from the beginning and that which 
"shall return unto God who gave it." 
And we become strangely satisfied with 
the answer. • 
Millard Herr is a member of the Upland, 
CA congregation. 
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United in Christ 
in our 
fragmented world 
Restoring wholeness in 
our fragmented world 
An organized life. Family together-
ness. Intimacy with God. A better pers-
pective to life. An opportunity to share 
thoughts and burdens with people who 
care. These comments were shared by a 
people who had recently experienced a 
changed life and who have found a uni-
que identity with each other. Former 
lifestyles included practices contrary to 
biblical freedom in Christ Jesus. Now 
these same people testify to a definite 
change in their life and of changes still in 
process. 
People hurt! People walk the streets 
with aches in their heart and confusion 
in their mind. As situations gradually 
worsen, where can a person turn? The 
bottle? A nerve pill? Another marriage 
partner? Sex? "There's got to be some-
thing! I'm desperate!" 
The preceding paragraph is descrip-
tive of an attractive, middle class, sub-
urban community in affluent 20th cen-
tury America. The lawns are mowed 
and trimmed. The houses are beautifully 
surrounded with flowers and shrubs, the 
trim freshly painted. But inside are peo-
ple who are groping and struggling to 
find meaning in life. 
"Why can't I be like other people?" 
Such was the agonizing cry of one indi-
vidual who was struggling through with-
drawal symptoms resulting from addic-
tion to a commonly prescribed drug. 
Life was traumatic during the second 
marriage and the ensuing divorce. Fail-
ure! Loneliness! Responsibility! Desper-
ation! And so the choice was a tranquil-
izing depressant, unaware or perhaps 
regardless of its addictive powers. But 
were there any other options? 
A broken home is often a shattered 
dream. Statistics reveal alcohol to be a 
major destructive factor in the homes of 
professional and middle class American 
Devon Bontrager pastors the new church 
in Northridge, north of Springfield, OH. 
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by Devon Bontrager 
families. Innocent family members have 
been subjected to physical and psycho-
logical abuse as the result of a spouse's 
or parent's addiction to the bottle. "Why 
is this happening to me?" A lot of differ-
ent people have asked that question in a 
wide variety of situations. But the ques-
tions continue. "How much am I expect-
ed to take?" "What is best for my chil-
dren? I need to think of them, too." 
"There must be something better than 
this! Please, Lord, do something!" 
Finally a sense of desperation is real-
ized by the alcoholic as well. He admits 
himself to the alcoholic ward of the local 
hospital. He's "dried out." After three 
weeks it's time to go home again, a sober 
man. Things will be different now. "I'm 
not going to drink anymore," is his vow 
to his family. But now there's a new 
problem. How do you live with some-
one who has been coming home drunk 
every night, but suddenly is sober every 
day? Thus another difficult adjustment 
to life. 
Materialism is another major stum-
bling block. Affluency seems to create a 
false sense of self-sufficiency and inde-
pendence. It also is a factor in hindering 
an individual from facing reality and 
realizing (or admitting to) a sense of 
need. However, financial obligations 
willingly accepted during months of 
prosperity have become unmanageable 
burdens during an economic recession. 
Tensions and pressures mount. Tempers 
begin to flare more frequently as pa-
tience and understanding gradually 
diminish. A new problem has developed— 
namely, "What has happened to my 
wife, my husband?" 
Factory life has offered a lifestyle be-
littling to humanity. Vices have been 
developed through such exposure that 
has placed people in the wretchedness of 
bondage. The mind has been filled with 
obscenity which issues forth through the 
mouth in profanity and immoral sugges-
tiveness. A character is subtly built and 
is demonstrated through a lifestyle of 
impure habits and immoral conduct. It 
has become the natural way to live. As 
someone said, "You just can't hardly 
change!" 
The perplexing struggles mentioned 
above are some of the situations we've 
encountered in the suburban area of 
Northridge. The Northridge Brethren in 
Christ Church responded with a Christ-
centered, Bible-focused ministry which 
has been marked by three specific 
qualities: 
Acceptance 
Questions and comments are heard 
that reflect an uncertainty concerning 
real acceptance. "Do you know every-
thing I've done in my life? I have really 
sinned!" "I don't think 1 would be wel-
come in a church." "What would people 
say if / came to church?" And yet there 
exists a genuine hunger to belong, even 
though it may not explicitly be expressed. 
A firm handshake. A warm smile 
with a sincere word of welcome. An 
opportunity for new Christians to be-
come involved in the church program. 
Giving assistance when a specific need 
exists. These are gestures which the 
church has offered and which have 
helped to bridge the gap to acceptance. 
Identification 
There has been a freedom to identify 
and to associate with one another. Peo-
ple are not alone in the perplexing dis-
tresses they face. There are also others 
who face similar turmoil. A willingness 
to identify with one another creates this 
awareness and makes it possible to from 
stranger to friend. 
Unity 
The people became part of the North-
ridge Church in the same manner, that 
is, by confessing their sin to Jesus Christ 
and acknowledging him as their Savior. 
We are growing together with the 
church, and we each have a part in that 
growth. There is a desire to move ahead, 
together. A unity of purpose exists. A 
new testimony is shared, because people 
have experienced a restoration of whole-
ness and thus are "United in Christ in 
our fragmented world." 
Jesus' ministry and lifestyle was to 
reach out to people who needed him. He 
accepted people regardless of their back-
ground. He identified with people, even 
at the risk of ruining his reputation. It is 
this task to which the church has been 
called. • 
Evangelical Visitor 
The third in a series of articles 
exploring current missions concerns. 
tegrate those whom God is calling to 
missions service. 
Missions and the 
local congregation 
"I want to thank the church and you, 
the members of the mission board, for 
giving me the opportunity to serve the 
Lord in missions." 
"Oh, don't thank us. We want to 
thank you," board member Dr. Paul 
Lenhert responded to the missionary on 
furlough. "Without you it would be 
impossible for us to make the invest-
ment we want to make in God's work in 
the world." 
Investing together in God's kingdom— 
that is one of the many insights I've 
gained from missionaries ("home" and 
"foreign"), from mission administrators, 
and from fellow board members during 
25 years of membership on our denomi-
national missions boards. 
In the firm belief that no one should 
be a member of any board for that long 
continuously, I plan to be involved dif-
ferently after this year. How can I con-
tinue to invest prudently in the growth 
of God's kingdom beyond the local con-
gregation? For many years the question 
of congregational involvement in mis-
sions has been pushing toward the top of 
my agenda. Maybe now it can receive 
some of the time that has previously 
been given to board work. 
Believing that the genius of the church 
resides in the body, the visible communi-
ty—not primarily in denominational 
boards and administrative structures—I 
envision the congregation as the base for 
missions. 
Paul's first missionary journey began 
and ended in a local church (Acts 13:1-3, 
14:26-28). Paul wrote to the Philippian 
church about their "partnership in the 
gospel" (Philippians 1:5, 4:10-19). 
Missions need the local congregation 
and the local congregation needs mis-
Merle Brubaker is pastor of the Lancaster 
congregation and serves as assistant chair-
man of the Board for Missions. 
by Merle E. Brubaker 
sions. How can a local congregation 
gain a greater involvement in missions 
and a greater benefit from its missions 
involvement? 
1 In each congregation there are 
people to whom God has given special 
interest in and understanding of his 
work beyond the congregation. These 
people have a ministry to the congrega-
tion and to the denomination as impor-
tant as any other ministry. The congre-
gation can recognize their gifts by author-
izing a mission committee or a commis-
sion for outreach. 
o 
A missions committee in each con-
gregation can study to become as tho-
roughly equipped for their ministry as a 
Sunday school teacher or a congrega-
tional minister of music. One resource 
to local congregations in this area is the 
Association of Church Missions Com-
mittees. 
Q 
A missions committee can help 
identify, train, send, support, and rein-
4 The people on a missions commit-
tee can gain an understanding of the 
current realities and future prospects in 
missions so that outreach continues to 
be a joy for the people of the local con-
gregation rather than an enigma. There 
are good answers to questions such as. 
How can we "own" a missions program 
that has grown to include church plant-
ing and special ministries on five conti-
nents? Why does it cost more to support 
a missionary in Japan in the 1980s than 
in North India in the 1950s? How can we 
care as helpfully for overseas churches 
that are led by nationals as when they 
were led by missionaries? 
5 Local missions committees can be 
a source of insight for the denomina-
tional boards and mission administra-
tors, and a place to develop future board 
members. 
6 Congregational missions can be 
developed to do in or near the local 
community the kinds of things that mis-
sionaries do in other parts of North 
America and the world—preaching the 
gospel to the poor, helping develop new 
congregations, ministering to the help-
less, bringing hope to the hopeless. 
There are many indications that God 
is moving among us in a healthy and 
vigorous "grassroots" interest in God's 
work in the world. The mobilization of 
that energy in the local congregation 
should be, I believe, one of our highest 
priorities. • 
The Association of Church Missions Committees 
(ACMC) is an interdenominational organization of local 
congregations which provides resources to aid in mis-
sions involvement and promotion. The ACMC 1982 
annual conference will be held July 15-18 at Carbondale, 
Illinois, with the theme "Leadership: Obeying the Lord of 
the Harvest." Merleand lla Brubaker will beamong those 
attending. For more information about the July confer-
ence or other resources, write or call ACMC, 1620 South 
Myrtle Avenue, Monrovia, CA 91016; (213) 357-5021. 
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There he was with one foot planted 
on the platform of the Indian railroad 
station. When muscle strain became 
intolerable, he quickly shifted to the 
other foot, but all the time reading the 
sacred Scriptures of the Hindus. This 
was not an effort to obtain forgiveness 
of sins—there was no hope for that— 
but perhaps God would take note of his 
earnestness and he would gain merits in 
the next life. 
Praise the Lord that we can be chil-
dren of his grace, fully accepted because 
of what he has done, in spite of what we 
have done. But grace brings love, and 
love brings a response. Oswald Cham-
bers says, "Paul became a sacramental 
personality: wherever he went, Jesus 
helped himself to his (Paul's) life. Many 
of us are after our own ends and Jesus 
Christ cannot help himself to our lives. 
If we are abandoned to Jesus, we have 
no end of our own to serve . . . . 
"We are apt to be devoted not to Jesus 
Christ but to the things which emanci-
pate us spiritually. That was not Paul's 
motive. 'I could wish myself to be 
accursed from Christ for my brethren.' 
Wild, extravagant—is it? When a man is 
in love, it is not an exaggeration to live 
that way and Paul is in love with Jesus 
Christ." 
Loving transforms living. Paul found 
it so. He said, "It has always been my 
Beginning with this issue and continuing 
in the next four issues, the Board for Mis-
sions is sharing some of its message to the 
1982 General Conference. Following this 
article, written by the Secretary of Overseas 
Ministries, will be excerpts from the board's 
generaI report, together with materials from 
those groups amenable to the board. 
ambition to preach the Gospel where 
Christ was not known . . . it is written, 
'Those who were not told about him will 
see, and those who have not heard, will 
understand' " (Romans 15:20-21). 
Does the passion which gripped the 
heart of the great apostle grip us also? 
He was a man dedicated to make Jesus 
Christ known to the cities of the Medi-
terranean world. The Roman Empire 
felt the impact of the Christ and his 
people. The empire disintegrated and 
eventually feudalism focused on agrar-
ian Europe. As the Middle Ages receded 
into history, cities emerged as centers of 
the trades, commerce and learning. 
Thomas Aquinas, judged to have one of 
the greatest minds in Europe, was he 
whom God called to articulate the rele-
vance of Christ in the secular climate of 
the new cities. 
The cities grew slowly. In 1800 no city 
in the world had a population of one 
million and fewer than 25 had more 
than 100,000 people. Today there are 
163 cities with populations over one mil-
lion. Only eight of these have any type of 
Brethren in Christ witness: Delhi, India; 
Tokyo and Nagoya, Japan; London, 
England; Caracas, Venezuela; Toronto, 
Canada; New York and San Francisco, 
USA. Dick Hillis states his opinion that 
America is over-churched. That may be 
true in some small towns but it certainly 
is not true in our growing cities. 
Arthur F. Glasser speaks of the world 
threatening to become one vast city and 
says, "On all six continents, one encoun-
ters new urban complexes with their 
concentrations of political, economic 
and military power. Here is where the 
action is, where ideas are created and 
dissimilated, where leaders seek to lead 






by Roy V. Sider 
and people struggle against being ma-
nipulated, where human need is vast and 
human evil frighteningly apparent." 
The love of Jesus Christ must compel 
us to go to the cities of the world, both in 
North America and across the nations. 
To again quote Glasser, "We focus all of 
our concern on the black and Latin 
neighborhoods in our American cities 
with their great social, material and spir-
itual needs. But their needs do not begin 
to approximate that of city dwellers in 
the Third World. For example, Los 
Angeles, with its 67 languages, is regard-
ed by many as the most cosmopolitan 
city in the world. More of its people 
attend church than any other urban area 
on the West Coast. Its hundreds of con-
gregations include those of one Baptist 
denomination which worship in at least 
23 languages." Glasser proceeds to con-
trast this with the cities of the Third 
World. 
A parachurch administrator recently 
stated that an area in Central Ontario, 
Canada, with a population of approxi-
mately three million people, has 1,500 
churches serving it. Even there, vast 
areas are without adequate evangelical 
witness. How much more is this true of 
the Montalban and surrounding areas 
of Caracas, Venezuela, where Gordon 
and Susie Gilmore labor among 300 
thousand people with only Roman Catho-
lic and Seventh Day Adventist witness 
in addition to the Brethren in Christ? 
It is not a case of church planting in 
America or overseas. It is both! The 
great cities of the world, the lost of the 
earth, call for the expression of God's 
love through us. 
In March 1981, weary in body and 
mind and burdened in spirit, I was 
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returning from the streets of the millions 
in Caracas, Venezuela, and Bogota, 
Colombia. The seat on the plane beside 
me was empty and I was glad. But into 
my anticipated time of quietness burst a 
soon-to-be-identified new friend. He 
introduced himself as Watcha McCol-
lum, an airplane salesman. (Later I was 
to discover that he was known by my 
former neighbor, also an airplane sales-
man.) 
After an interesting interchange in 
which we each learned that the other 
was a Christian, my friend said, "I 
believe God put you in that seat and me 
in this seat. I have a problem." 
"You have a problem?" I replied. 
"I love money and as I read the pages 
of the New Testament, I don't think I 
am supposed to love money." 
"Watcha," I answered, "You know 
how much money you need?" 
"How much?" he responded. 
"Just a little bit more." 
Out of his heart Watcha said, "That's 
exactly my problem. I always want a 
little bit more." 
"And so do I," I replied. Watcha and I 
had an interesting time working through 
our mutual tendencies to want a little bit 
more. 
Those who, in the words of Oswald 
Chambers, desire to become a "sacra-
mental personality" will want to live on 
a little less, so that Jesus Christ may be 
known to the world. Missions to the 
millions of the cities is God's business 
and it is ours. 
Jesus said that where our treasure is, 
there will our heart be also. Our trea-
sures may be invested in reaching the 
masses of the cities of the world for 
Jesus Christ. God will motivate our 
hearts to follow our investment with our 
prayers. • 
Mr. M. Furuta, pastor of the Fuchu 
church in Tokyo, Japan, is part of the 




by Eleanor Poe 
Members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Nicaragua convened for a 
pastors' conference and the church's 
annual Assembly in Managua January 
7-10, 1982. Although missionaries 
were present, the weekend events were 
planned and conducted by national 
leadership. Women from the Esquipu-
las congregation prepared and served 
all the meals for the conferences. 
Dr. Donald R. Jacobs, Mennonite 
missionary anthropologist and execu-
tive director of the Christian Leader-
ship Foundation, served as a main 
resource person for the pastors' con-
ference Thursday evening through 
Saturday morning. He used Nehemiah 
(essentially a new book to the pastors 
who attended) as an example of a 
leader and was well-received by church 
leaders and missionaries. Other Nica-
raguan resource persons spoke several 
times on the subject of homiletics. 
As estimated 200-plus delegates 
crowded the church on Sunday for the 
annual Assembly, with lines of people 
standing in the back and along the 
sides. (There could have been a maxi-
mum of 280 delegates, with 40 church-
es each allowed five delegates plus pas-
tor and wife.) The spirit of the meeting 
seemed good. Executive Minister Enri-
que Palacios concluded his report to 
the delegates with a note, translated 
here, from the Junta (the leadership 
group for the Nicaragua church): 
"To all pastors, teachers, deacons 
and committees of all Brethren in 
Christ churches. Celebrate your wor-
ship services in a way that pleases God. 
1. When you pray, don't make a scan-
dal by screaming and hollering. 2. 
Study the rules and purpose of the 
mission. 3. The pastor should study 
much. 4. Don't permit (make) div-
isions. 5. Don't allow someone to 
speak in your pulpit without a letter of 
recommendation—to protect against 
false teaching. 6. Don't use the pulpit 
During the pastors' conference, the Mar-
shall Poes were informed they had been 
granted visas for one year, an answer to the 
prayers of many persons in Nicaragua and 
North America. 
to offend or correct directly a particu-
lar brother." 
During the pastors' conference a 
planning meeting was held for the 
women's organization of the Nicara-
gua church. Several weeks earlier they 
had met for a one-day Confratemidad 
with groups sharing songs and other 
presentations. A new women's group 
is forming at the Arroyo church. 
The weekend events in Managua 
illustrated that the Nicaragua church 
is alive spiritually and eager to grow in 
the Lord. 
Overseas Secretary Roy Sider shares 
these excerpts from letters by Don 
Jacobs and Marshall Poe about the 
pastors' leadership conference in Nica-
ragua: 
Dr. Jacobs writes, "I was especially 
pleased that there was so little mis-
sionary involvement in planning, etc. 
Enrique and his team did an excellent 
job in pulling together the 120 or so 
persons for the two-day seminar which 
included feeding, sleeping, etc. The 
spirit was great throughout and I felt 
myself extremely privileged to be with 
the church there. 
"As you know, they have grown 
from 543 to 971 (members) in one year. 
They added 17 new congregations in 
1981 and plan to open 20 new ones in 
1982." 
Jacobs goes on to speak of concerns 
for the Nicaraguan church. Referring 
to their growth, he says, "This is 
nothing short of p h e n o m e n a l . . . . My 
one concern in the area of growth is 
that almost all of the new growth is a 
result of planting new churches." Jac-
obs wrote of the need for leadership 
training, which was also mentioned by 
the Poes in their letter: 
"After this weekend, we can see a bit 
better some of the needs and oppor-
tunities among the people: (1) Liter-
acy. One young pastor from La Car-
bonera came for some medicine but 
then asked for a book with the Spanish 
alphabet. I showed two books we used 
in Costa Rica (language training) and 
he was so excited. He took them with 
him for the duration of the conference, 
saying, 'Am 1 ever going to enjoy 
myself reading these books!' His wife 
taught him to read, just using the 
Bible. As you know, this is only one of 
the many who can't read or write well 
but want to. It appeared that the inter-
est in learning is high. (2) Medical 
information and health teaching. (3) 
Family planning, which some of them 
asked about." • 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Cedar Heights congregation reports that 18 
of the Cedar Grove youth presented a missions 
program to the church on Sunday evening, Feb. 
28. The young people shared of their experiences 
of summer service in Pharr, Texas. • A Family 
Life Conference was held by the Chambersburg 
congregation on Saturday and Sunday, March 6 
and 7. Jere Brubaker was the resource person. 
The Son-Rise singers presented an evening of 
Gospel music to the Montgomery congregation 
on Sunday evening, Feb. 28. • A group from the 
Ridgevue congregation recently toured the Breth-
ren in Christ Missions office. 
The Saville congregation reports receiving five 
persons into fellowship on Sunday, Feb. 7. 
An Open House was held on Jan . 30, for Mr. 
and Mrs. Ellsworth Fisher in honor of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. The Fishers, who have seven 
children, are members of the Ridgevue Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Covenant Players presented a Lenten 
Drama Presentation to the Elizabethtown con-
gregation on Sunday evening, March 4. • The 
film, "God's Prison Gang" was viewed by the 
Holden Park congregation on Sunday evening, 
March 21. 
"Parent-Youth Relationships" was the theme 
for the presentation the Souderton Christ's Cru-
saders gave on Sunday morning, Feb. 21. 
Canadian Conference 
The work of Montreal Lake Children's Camp 
was presented in the Bridlewood Church on Sun-
day night, Feb. 14. Raymond Sider presented the 
work. 
Dr. Walter Winger was the scheduled guest 
speaker for the Heise Hill congregation, sharing in 
Holy Week Services, April 7-11. • "Learning to 
Live" was the theme for Sunday's services, March 
7 for the New Life congregation. John and Janet 
Bersche were the resource couple. 
Central Conference 
The Christian Home Builders Class of the 
Christian Union congregation hosted a dinner for 
Senior Citizens on Sunday, March 28. • A Hymn 
Sing was held on Sunday evening, March 7, by the 
Pleasant Hill congregation. A meditation, "The 
Ingredients of Christian Community" was given. 
The Valley Chapel congregation hosted a Sing-
spiration Fellowship on Sunday evening, Feb. 28. 
Amherst and Sippo congregations also partici-
pated in the fellowship. 
Midwest Conference 
The Mountain View congregation was invited 
to share in an evening service of the New Harvest 
congregation recently. • The Oak Park congrega-
tion reports receiving five persons into fellowship 
recently. Twenty-four youth participated in a 
"Lock In" on Feb. 19 and 20, when they viewed the 
film, "A Thief in the Night." The adults viewed 
"Journey to the Sky" for a Valentine's dinner. 
Pacific Conference 
The teens and adults of the Labish congregation 
held a special Family Feud program on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 28. • Guest speaker for the Upland 
congregation recently was Dr. Chase Sawtell, pro-
fessor of English at Azusa Pacific University. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Abbey: Robyn Diane, Feb. 10; David and 
Debbie Abbey, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Benner: Travis Wayne, Jan. 17; Kevin and 
Dianne Benner, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Berry: Sarah Elizabeth, Feb. 23; William and 
Kitty Berry, Cedar Heights congregation. Pa. 
Bok: Cristin Ann, Feb. 24; Dennis and Colleen 
Bok, Fairview congregation, Oh. 
Cubitt: Jeremy Wayne, Feb. 25; Wayne and 
Bonnie Cubitt, New Life congregation, Ont. 
Danielson: Kyletta Elisabeth, Nov. 23; Ken 
and Debbie Danielson, Ashland congregation, 
Oh. 
Eshelman: Tabitha Rae, Feb. 8; Rodney and 
Kim Eshelman, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Froese: Jeanne Marie, Feb. 18; Ken and Faye 
Froese, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
McBeth named to be 
stewardship director 
Dr. David P. McBeth, Grantham, 
PA has been named Director of Stew-
ardship and Finance, U.S.A. for the 
Brethren in Christ Church, subject to 
final approval by General Conference. 
In his new position he will give direction 
to general church stewardship educa-
tion and financial support programs, be 
available as fund-raising counsel to re-
gional conferences and local churches 
and provide planned giving assistance to 
individual donors. 
A 1952 graduate of Messiah College, 
he has also received the Master of Divin-
ity degree from Asbury Theological 
Seminary and the Doctor of Ministry 
from Fuller Theological Seminary. An 
ordained minister, he has pastored 
Brethren in Christ Churches in Kansas, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania. For the past 18 
years he has provided leadership to 
advancement programs at Messiah Col-
lege. The college now enrolls over 1400 
students and during the past ten years 
has received more than $20,000,000 in 
gift support. 
Dr. McBeth has received the Execu-
tive Management Certificate from the 
Council for the Advancement and Sup-
port of Education and has been an occa-
sional consultant to charitable organiza-
tions. He has also served as an officer of 
the church's Board for Christian Educa-
tion, Commission on Christian Educa-
tion Literature and Messiah Village 
Board of Trustees. He represents the 
Brethren in Christ on the Stewardship 
Commission of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals. 
In reflecting on the job change, Dr. 
McBeth observed, "I hope we can see a 
significant strengthening of the support 
for the ministries of the Brethren in 
Christ Church just as we have been able 
to see the growth of Messiah College. I 
am pleased the college will continue to 
be one of the ministries I will help." 
The office for the program is being 
relocated to Upper Allen Township near 
the community of Grantham, PA. 
Born in a Florida parsonage, Dr. 
McBeth is the oldest son of the Rev. and 
Mrs. P. W. McBeth, residents of Mes-
siah Village, Mechanicsburg. His wife, 
Lois, is the daughter of the late Rev. E. 
H. Hostetler, of Massillon, OH and 
Mrs. Lydia Newmyer, Lewisberry, PA. 
The McBeths have a married daughter 
and son as well as a daughter and son 
who are Messiah College students. 
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Hanna: Esther, Feb. 22; Sherif and Mary Lou 
Hanna, Bridlewood congregation, Ont. 
Hodgkins: Andrew John, Jan. 1; Douglas and 
Dorothy (Anderson) Hodgkins, Port Colborne 
congregation, Ont. 
Lewis: Sarah Britton, Feb. 8; Rev. Carl and 
Gail Lewis, New Harvest congregation, Co. 
Musser: Ja imah Leigh, Jan. 29; James and 
Terrie Musser, Petersburg congregation, W. V. 
Owens: Amanda Nicole, Feb. 19; Pat and Jan-
ice Owens, Bridlewood congregation, Ont. 
Rickabaugh: Trisha Ann, Feb. 19; Kevin and 
Carol Rickabaugh, Air Hill congregation. Pa. 
Ryder: Jeremy Lee, Jan. 26; Randy and Joyce 
Ryder, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Summach: Sterling Barton Gavin, Feb. 17; 
Kevin and Val Summach, Massey Place congrega-
tion, Sask. 
Todd: Tia Nicole, Jan. 30; Randall and Dena 
Todd, Fairview congregation. Oh. 
Varner: Philip James, March 2; Kenneth and 
Ada Varner, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Anderson-Sider: Betty-Lou, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ross Sider, Ridgeway, Ont . , and 
Michael, son of Mrs. Betty Anderson, and the late 
Sam Anderson, Muncie, In., June 6, with Rev. 
Ross Nigh and Rev. Mark Gough officiating. 
Baer-Lapole: Angela Lapole and Gary Baer, 
both of Chambersburg, Pa., Oct. 17, in the Antrim 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Wilbur Benner 
officiating. 
Brubaker-Hackenberger: Tonda, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hackenberger, and Douglas, 
son of Wilbur and Janet Brubaker, Feb. 20, in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Hogg-Routley: Laura, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Routley, Sarnia, Ont., and Larry, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Lloyd Hogg, Stouffville, 
Ont., Feb. 13, in the Bethel Pentecostal Church 
with Rev. Dennis Hillis and Rev. George Carroll 
officiating. 
Martin-Meyers: Louise Meyers, State Line, 
Pa., and Earl Martin, Greencastle, Pa.. Feb. 14, in 
the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Charles Martin, the groom's brother, officiating. 
Mater-Maracle: Sheila, daughter of Donald 
and Beverly Maracle, and Brent, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Merle Mater, Jan. 9, in the Port Colborne 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J im Cober 
and Rev. Gordon Gilmore officiating. 
Myers-Davis: Linda Sue Davis and Earl David 
Myers, Nov. 14, in the Free Spring Church of the 
Brethren with Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating. 
Wagner-Ehrenzeller: Sandra, daughter of Dar-
win and Audrey Ehrenzeller, and John, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Wagner, March 6, in the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bowes: Mrs. Etta Mable Bowes, born June 24. 
1898 in Moulton Twp., Ont., died Jan. 25, 1982 in 
the Dunnville Memorial Hospital. She was the 
daughter of James and Clara Putman. On March 
24, 1940, she was married to Lester Bowes who 
preceded her in death on Sept. 10, 1963. She is 
survived by a brother. David; a sister. Bertha 
Lambert; and a number of nieces and nephews. 
Three brothers and three sisters preceded her in 
death. She became a member of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in 1905, and served in Home Mis-
sions at the Buffalo and Welland Missions. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Edward Rick-
man. Interment was in the Zion Church. 
Bradley: Francis J. Bradley, Crystal Beach, 
Ont., born Oct. 6, 1921,died Feb. 7, 1982. Hewas 
married to Olive Bradley who survives. Rev. 
David Croxford conducted the funeral service in 
the Dixon Funeral Home. Interment was in the 
Fonthill Cemetery. 
Cline: Roy Edward Cline, born May 2, 1893, 
died Feb. 2, 1982. He was preceded in death by his 
first wife, Lorena Martha, and by a son. Earl. He is 
survived by his wife, Mina; three sons; Arthur. 
Arnold, and Clarence; three daughters: Dorothy, 
Leoda, and Shirley; a sister; two step-sons; and 
two step-daughters. He was a member of the Ber-
tie Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. David Crox-
ford and Rev. James Sider conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Gordon: Russell Gordon, born Feb. 10, 1912, 
died Feb. 23, 1982. He is survived by his wife, 
Nellie; a son, Donald; and ten grandchildren. The 
funera l service was conducted in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. David Crox-
ford. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Musser: Mrs. Nannie C. Musser, Messiah Vil-
lage, Pa., born Dec. 5, 1896, died Feb. 22, 1982. 
She was married to Clarence A. Musser, Sr., who 
preceded her in death in 1971. She is survived by 
seven children: Paul, John, Clarence Jr. , Mrs. 
Catherine Brechbill, Mrs. Ruth Bert, Mrs. Ellen 
Layton, and Mrs. Mary Wengert; 31 grandchild-
McNiven: Andrew McNiven, Oak Ridges, 
Ontario, born February 23, 1925, died February 
11, 1982. He was married to Mary Bossert who 
survives. Also surviving are three children: Don-
ald, Robert and Marlene Morton, and four 
grandchildren. He was the pastor of the Oak 
Ridges Brethren in Christ Church at the time of his 
death. Rev. A. Brndjar, Rev. James P. Sider, Rev. 
Roy V. Sider, Rev. Marlin K. Ressler, and Bishop 
Harvey R. Sider conducted the funeral service at 
Heise Hill Church. Interment was in the Maple 
Lawn Cemetery, Wainfleet. 
A Tribute To 
Reverend Andrew McNiven 
My first recollection of Reverend Andrew 
McNiven was as a dynamic boy preacher. As a 
young man, he received encouragement and inspi-
ration f rom his pastor, Reverend Marshall Win-
ger, confirming his call to the ministry. 
He developed a deep love for the Lord and the 
church. This devotion led him to serve in pas-
ren; and 30 great-grandchildren. She was a mem-
ber of the Mowersville Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral service was conducted in the Air Hill 
Church by Bishop Charlie B. Byers, Rev. Leroy 
Walters and Rev. Barton Starr. Interment was in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Pollard: David B. Pollard, Fenwick, Ont., born 
Sept. 5, 1887, died July 6, 1981. He was married to 
Hattie Hoover Pollard who preceded him in death 
in 1956. He is survived by two daughters: Marjorie 
and Mrs. Audrey Klassen; 6 grandchildren; and 6 
great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
a son, Howard. He was a member of the Boyle 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. John Young 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in 
the Hillside Cemetery. 
Saunders: Mrs. Letha Kiteley Saunders, Iron-
ton, Mi., born Nov. 6, 1904 in Portland. In., died 
Feb. 13, 1982 in Petoskey Hospital, Mi. She was 
the daughter of Charles and Ida Moore. In 1924 
she was married to George Kiteley who preceded 
her in death in 1944. In 1971 she married Mark 
Saunders who survives. Also surviving are three 
daughters: Mrs. Leola Brady, Mrs. Idora Ade, 
and Mrs. LaVonn Simiski; a son, Charles; two 
step-daughters; a sister; two brothers; 18 grand-
children; and 20 great-grandchildren. A son, La-
Vern, preceded her in death. She was a member of 
the Carland Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Verle 
Brubaker conducted the funeral service. 
Ulery: Mrs. Erma A. Ulery, born Aug. 13, 1918 
in Clayton, Oh., died Feb. 26, 1982 in St. Peters-
burg General Hospital, Fl. She was the daughter 
of Albert and Mazie Kniesley Hoke. In Sept. 1972 
she was married to Dale W. Ulery who survives. 
Also surviving are six brothers: two sisters; two 
step-daughters: Mrs. Janet Pendleton and Mrs. 
Brenda Schanher; three step-sons: Keith D., 
Philip D., and David O.; and eleven grandchil-
dren. She was a member of the Brethren in Christ 
Church where she served as a mission worker in 
Detroit, San Francisco and Philadelphia. She also 
served with her husband in evangelistic work, mis-
sions work, and as caretaker of Camp Freedom. 
Rev. Earl Lehman conducted the funeral service in 
Springfield, Oh. Interment was in Ferncliff 
Cemetery. 
torates at Blandburg (PA), and Boyle, Heise Hill, 
Ridgemount, and Oak Ridges (Ont.) Between the 
pastoral ministry at Blandburg and Boyle, he gave 
his time to evangelistic meetings. Always keenly 
interested in reaching the lost and spurring believ-
ers on to greater spiritual maturity, he conducted 
65 revival meetings during his 30 years of pastoral 
experience. Along with his evangelistic and pas-
toral work, he with his wife Mary had a significant 
music ministry. 
His twinkling eye and ready humor were out-
ward evidence of a kindly heart and generous 
spirit. As a man of prayer, he spent many hours in 
communion with his Lord. This blend of human-
ity and spirituality shaped his life, both in the 
home as a devoted husband and father and in the 
church as a caring leader of the congregation. 
The Brethren in Christ Church has been enrich-
ed by his unassuming and selfless love and service. 
Although his voice is now silent, his life will live on 
in the hearts of persons he has touched. 
Harvey R. Sider, Bishop 
Canadian Conference 
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SUMMER SERVICE 
What is it? 
Summer service brings to you a variety of experiences. Some will be exciting—travel, 
meeting new people. Others may be frustrating—working every day, getting along with 
people. But all these can be experiences which will help you to "continue to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (II Peter 3:18). 
It is missions: 
"a place to serve 
It is service: 
"a people to 
love" 
It is growth: m safe 
"a purpose H 
to fulfill" 
SUMMER SERVICE 
Sponsored by the 
Board of Christian Education 
Brethren in Christ Church 
P.O. Box 127 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
POSSIBLE PLACES TO SERVE: 
Camp Lakeview, Goodrich, Ml 
Kenbrook Bible Camp, Lebanon, PA 
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, PA 
Spring Lake Retreat, Wurtsboro, NY 
Stayner BIC Church, Stayner, Ont. 
Montreal Lake Children's Home, Timber Bay, Sask. 
Mile High Pines Camp, Angelus Oaks, CA 
and other possible places. 
*Applications must be received no 
later than May 15, 1982. 
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.O&Mzing in Zambia 
In a conversation with our General 
Conference quizmaster, Dave Brubak-
er, at a luncheon one Sunday evening, 
we realized that we had a common 
interest in Bible quizzing. What was 
even more interesting was that our 
quizzing had taken place in two differ-
ent cultures, but both with Brethren in 
Christ young people. As we discussed 
the differences in quizzing between the 
two places, Dave asked me to share 
them in the Visitor. 
I enjoy Bible quizzing. In fact, I 
started with quizzing when I was in 
high school. I quizzed both with the 
Locust Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church and with my high school Bible 
club. 
After I went to Zambia for a term in 
voluntary service, I became the quiz 
coach for the Choma Secondary 
School quiz team in 1979, when Denny 
and Eunice Myers left to come home. I 
didn't really look at any quizzing rules, 
because I thought the quizzing would 
be about the same as I had done at 
home. But after working with the quiz 
team I soon found there were some 
differences. 
We have five quizzers to a team with 
two reserves. The quizzing is usually 
based on a whole book of the Bible, or 
if the book is too long, then only half 
of the book is studied at one time. The 
students usually like books with facts 
because they are easier to memorize. 
(This is understandable because of all 
the facts they learn to memorize to 
pass their exams in school.) The first 
year we quizzed on Romans and the 
students thought that was too tough. 
So the next year we quizzed on the 
Rachel confers with her team from 
Choma Secondary during the playoffs 
at the 75th anniversary General Con-
ference in Zambia. 
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second half of Acts and last year we 
quizzed on Mark. The questions are 
based on the Revised Standard Ver-
sion, because this is the accepted ver-
sion used in schools. The questions, 
which don't include very many quotes, 
are easier to write from the books 
based primarily on facts. 
The rules, especially for scoring, are 
somewhat different than our North 
American ones. (Quiz buffs will prob-
ably be interested in the technical 
details: others will have to bear with 
me!) There is only one time out during 
the quiz and it is always after the tenth 
question, halfway through the quiz. If 
a quizzer answers five correct ques-
tions, he goes out and a reserve comes 
to take his place and becomes quizzer 
number six. Another difference is in 
the way errors are handled. After mak-
ing three errors, the only penalty the 
quizzer receives is that ten points are 
taken off the team's score. After that, 
the quizzer can continue even if he 
makes another error, and no more 
points are subtracted. Five points are 
given for each correct answer. If the 
quizzer answers incorrectly, the quiz-
zer with the same number on the other 
team has a chance to answer the ques-
tion. If he or she answers it correctly 
then the team receives five points. An 
extra fifteen points are given to the 
team when each team member answers 
one question correctly. Fifteen points 
also go to the team for each quizzer 
who answers five correctly. 
The quizzers have thirty seconds to 
begin to answer the question and an-
other thirty to finish their answer. If 
the quizmaster has not finished the 
question when the quizzer jumps, the 
quizzer does not need to finish the 
question. He or she only needs to give 
the correct answer. After one of my 
quizzers had given a correct answer, I 
asked him what he thought the ques-
tion was going to be and he gave a 
completely different question although 
he had the correct answer. The captain 
or the coach may contest a decision 
made by the judge. 
We don't have playoffs before Gen-
eral Conference. Each school or church 
brings them to conference. All of the 
playoffs are held there. Sometimes 
some of the teams will meet before-
hand to have a practice quiz. During 
conference the playoffs are set up 
tournament style and we quiz until 
there are only two teams who have not 
lost two quizzes. Then those two teams 
go to the finals on Saturday which are 
held in the main hall. There are two 
finals, one for the primary students 
and one for the secondary students. 
The primary students have their quiz 
in their own language, Tonga, while 
the secondary students have theirs in 
English. 
I wonder if there would be a possi-
bility for us to bring the top Zambian 
teams to America to meet the top team 
here? If other countries where we have 
churches have Bible quizzing, we could 
all meet for an international playoff. I 
really believe this would be one way to 
enhance our relationships with our 
brothers and sisters from other lands. 
Rachel Melhorn recently returned from a 
three-year voluntary service term at Choma 
Secondary School in Zambia. She is a 
member of the Locust Grove (PA) con-
gregation. 
Readers Respond 
I appreciated Bishop Don Shafer's 
emphasis on a living theology in "About 
a Brethren in Christ Theology" (Feb. 10 
issue). Too often theology has shown its 
dry, scholastic side. However, what 
Bishop Shafer calls theology seems to fit 
better a vital worldview/ praxis dynam-
ic. A worldview is both a necessary 
means of interpreting reality and the 
tool with which we organize our praxis. 
Our experience in praxis in turn informs 
our worldview. This is a two-way dy-
namic and is primarily communal. 
Theology, on the other hand, cannot 
be separated from its cognitive, analytic, 
or scientific nature. A worldview can be 
and often is held unconsciously, which is 
never true of theology. The theologian 
analyses reality from the aspect of faith, 
surrender, or certainty. Theology deals 
with the limits of our horizons and 
examines the symbols which refer be-
yond themselves to our ultimates. 
Worldviews very much cohere around 
surrender and certainty but are far 
broader. The theologian investigates 
the faith aspects of a worldview while 
always operating from within a particu-
lar worldview. In this respect when any 
Christian consciously reflects on the 
symbols and referents of her faith, she 
does theology. 
Now I readily grant that Anabaptist 
and Pietistic worldviews are highly 
praxis oriented and I embrace the 
healthy, life-affirming emphases. How-
ever, in our differentiating, unfolding 
world a specific praxis of theorizing 
(theory is practise) is vital; we need the 
abstraction of theology, the social or 
human sciences, philosophy, and the 
natural sciences. Theology, as science, 
makes it possible for us to take distance 
from the very themes which delimit, 
lead, and integrate our lives through our 
worldview. 
"Look before you leap" is one of sev-
eral popular maxims exhorting this theo-
retical step back. "Theory" in fact comes 
directly from a Greek word meaning to 
see or look at. Theology could be called 
the eyes of faith; and true and mature 
faith is the light of the Body. 
Barry Shue 
Toronto, Canada 
I would like to respond with a resound-
ing "Amen" to Michele Arnett's letter 
about new hymnals and express a hearty 
concurrence to Lewis B. Sider's stand on 
budgeting, both appearing in the Feb. 
10 issue of the Visitor. 
Joyce L. Conner 
Morrison, IL 
Report card . . . 
I must give high marks to the Febru-
ary 25 issue! The front cover, relating as 
it does to the generally severe winter, 
and with the rather shocking quotation 
tying in with the first article, certainly 
meets my criterion of conveying a mes-
sage! Thus there is somewhat of a unity 
of theme, beginning with Morris Sider's 
moving article, with several other impres-
sive "stories," concluding with the inter-
esting editorial. Congratulations! 
C. W. Boyer 
Messiah Village 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
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One of several letters received from 
Brethren In Christ taxpayers recently 
An open letter to the IRS 
On line 31 of Schedule A of our fed-
eral income tax return, we claimed a 
"conscientous objector-to-war deduc-
tion." This is not an actual expenditure, 
but is our way of reducing our tax liabil-
ity by about one-third, the part of the 
1981 budget allotted for current military 
expenditures. Instead of paying for war-
related activities, we will contribute that 
amount to an organization which pro-
motes peace and meets human needs. 
Because we take seriously our respon-
sibilities to society, including our obliga-
tion to pay taxes, and because we are 
concerned that our action may be mis-
understood to arise out of a spirit of 
anarchy, a lack of appreciation for our 
country, or an unwillingness to pay our 
share of taxes to accomplish the com-
mon good, we wish to describe briefly 
the motivations behind our action. 
The primary source of our motivation 
is found in the teachings and life of 
Jesus. He taught those who wished to be 
his disciples to love not only those who 
love them, but also those who hate 
them, those who persecute them, those 
whom they consider their enemies. We 
believe that loving our enemies requires 
at the very least that we do not contem-
plate their destruction. Therefore our 
act of war tax resistance is only inciden-
tally an act of disobeying United States 
law. It is primarily and fundamentally 
an act of obeying what we believe to be 
divine law. 
In addition to wanting to love our 
enemies by at least not planning their 
destruction, we want to help bring the 
essentials of life to the poor of the world. 
Even if the United States never goes to 
war again (which is unlikely), the poor 
will suffer the violence of going without 
adequate nutrition, clothing, housing, 
education, and health care simply be-
cause a very large part of our economy is 
dedicated to the war industry, and in-
dustry which does not help supply the 
essential needs of the world's poor. 
Perhaps if one believed that military 
strength could bring peace, the violence 
done to the poor could be tolerated as 
the unfortunate price we must pay. We 
believe, however, that peace cannot be 
achieved through military might. In 
fact, we fear that a world war of unprece-
dented proportions will more likely be 
the result of our stockpiling of nuclear 
weapons. We believe that peace will 
come and stay only if we practice recon-
ciliation and pursue justice. 
The dilemma that we face—disobey-
ing the government or disobeying our 
consciences—is not a happy one. We 
would much prefer to be able to pay all 
our taxes in good conscience. The World 
Peace Tax Fund Act, a bill which would 
allow conscientious objectors to war to 
divert their war taxes to peaceful pro-
jects, would be a solution to our 
dilemma. 
We strongly urge you to support the 
World Peace Tax Fund and thereby 
help us, and many others like us, to turn 
our war taxes into peace offerings, our 
swords into plowshares. 
Thank you very much. 
Dale R. Bicksler 
Harriet S. Bicksler 
Harrisburg, PA 
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College News | 
The Grantham Oratorio Society will 
perform Vivaldi's "Gloria" and Pou-
lenc's "Gloria" on April 25 in the Mes-
siah College Campus Center. Admis-
sion is $3. 
The position of director of mainte-
nance for the Philadelphia campus is 
available, starting approximately July 1, 
1982. Responsibilities include overall 
management of custodial and mainte-
nance services, supervision of student 
workers and part-time staff, safety and 
security, and vehicle maintenance. Gen-
eral skills in a broad variety of crafts 
(carpentry, plumbing, electrical, etc.) 
are desirable. Salary is negotiable, de-
pending on training and experience; tui-
tion benefits are available to the em-
ployee or spouse at Temple University 
undergraduate or graduate schools. 
Housing is available on campus. Direct 
inquiries to Don Wingert, Director of 
Philadelphia Campus, Messiah College, 
2026 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 
19121. Phone (215) 769-2526. 
The Contemporary Scene 
from page 16 
Bible" had shifted f rom the area of doctrine 
to the area of ethics. The responsibility of 
Christians in the area of ethics, he said, was 
to commit themselves to accept as truth what-
ever they find the Bible saying. 
The Bible, he stated, is not a textbook on 
theology or ethics but "truth wrapped in 
h u m a n life and practice." The task of Chris-
tians, he said, is to "unshell the universal 
t ruths and apply them to the present." He 
urged that Christians confront the ethical 
problems upon which they are able to have a 
practical effect. 
For example, he said, "It 's all very well to 
say millions are starving in Bangladesh. But 
there are over a million babies who are being 
murdered in abor t ion every day. The way of 
the secularist is to treat such problems at a 
distance (as Bangladesh) as if they were 
much more important than problems close 
up." 
In an interview following the seminar, 
Packer responded to a question regarding 
the divorce of a church leader. Packer stated, 
he ought to, in the very least, be "put under 
discipline for a spell during which he does 
not exercise his office. This would be a sign 
of the church's opposit ion to the thing that 
he's done." Packer commented on a question 
about women preaching in the pulpit. "I 
don ' t mind seeing a woman in the pulpit. 
Women are given teaching gifts, and some of 
them can preach." 
Editorial 
"He Was Seen" 
The greatest of all miracles was that of the resurrection: and we know how 
that it staggered the faith of all His disciples. Only when He Himself was 
revealed to them could they fully and wholly grasp this glorious truth, which 
should prove to be the very vertebra of the Gospel. Thomas had declared that 
unless he touched the wounds in His hands, and feet, and side, he would not 
believe, and the Savior allows Thomas the opportunity of making full proof of 
the fact of His resurrection. As Thomas sees for himself that the risen One is 
indeed the very Christ, he acknowledges Him as Lord and God. And the 
Savior very graciously replies that, "Because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." . . . 
We know that the Son of God has come. But do we know Him in a personal 
experience? [That] is still the most vital question facing us today. There are 
many who talk about the Lord Jesus, who sing about Him, but who do not 
know Him. We dare not be content with a mere historical Christ. To know of 
Him merely in a historical sense is too far remote. We must know He today 
lives and meets the need of the human heart. The gateway to that knowledge is 
the new birth and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. With these experiences we do 
not merely know about Him, but we get to know Him. He would have us to be 
bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh—one in Spirit with Him. 
There are entirely too many who have a phantom Christ—a Christ of 
imagination—a Christ of theory. Had Thomas not been able to come in 
personal contact with the Savior's wounds, Jesus would have always 
remained a myth to him, but when once Jesus said, "Handle me and see," the 
myth disappeared and before Him stood the Lord. Until we come to know 
Him in a personal relationship of saving grace, Jesus is a myth, but when faith 
once takes hold of the provisions of redemption He is made real in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, He ceases to be a myth. He becomes a reality. And as Peter 
hath declared, "Unto you that believe He is precious." To have Jesus Christ 
and to know Him is to be one with Him. He wishes to be our burden-bearer 
and our companion; to dispel our fear and to give us courage in the hour of 
need. 
The Savior never sought an earthly kingdom, in fact He sought no place in 
which to lay His head . . . . " The shrine He seeks is not one of frescoed walls 
and costly steeples in which the chimes may ring out the beautiful harmony of 
resurrection songs. The Homeless One wants to create within your heart a 
place for Himself. He wants to abide there forever. When the heart of man 
bids Him welcome, He cleanses from it not only the guilt but the power of sin. 
He links it to Himself for time and for eternity, and seals it with the divine 
assurance of the Holy Spirit which is the earnest of our inheritance—the first 
price paid on the purchased redemption. 
There are two things vitally necessary if He would take up His abiding place 
in your heart. First, there must be a willingness on your part to let Him come 
in; and second, the heart must be cleansed from all that is unlike Him. If you 
are willing, He will do both and will abide with you forever, even as He has 
promised. "If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me." 
V. L. Stump (1934) 
V. L. Stump edited the Evangelical Visitor from 1919 to 1942. 
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THE GCMTEmCmRY SCENE 
God calls Christians to be 
identified with the poor 
"It's an assumption in your mind that God 
has called you to be middle class," the Rev. 
John Perkins told a seminar of evangelical 
Christians early in March. "That's a heresy 
assumption," he added. "God has called us 
to be identified with the poor." One of the 
basic qualities of the Christian, as brought 
out in both the Old and the New Testaments, 
Perkins said, is a genuine compassion of the 
poor. Not "sympathy," he emphasized, but 
"compassion," adding, "There is a differ-
ence." 
Perkins, a black pastor whose Voice of 
Calvary Ministries works primarily with the 
poor in the Jackson, Miss., area, spoke on 
Christian social action in a seminar of the 
Congress on the Bible. 
Perkins said that too much of the assis-
tance to the poor has created a "looking 
away from themselves" and has fostered a 
looking to the government to meet their 
needs. "The poor don't need our charity," 
said Perkins. "They need our energy. They 
need our enthusiasm. They need our spirit if 
it's the Spirit of God. They need the Word of 
God. They need people of compassion." 
According to Perkins, much of the effort 
to break the cycle of poverty in the ghetto has 
failed because of a distorted view of educa-
tion. Rather than "just the accumulation of 
academic knowledge," Perkins stated, real 
education is "to understand what is going on 
around you and to be able to get some con-
trol on those forces that could control you." 
World is watching 
Christians' ethics 
The world is watching the church to see if 
the gospel makes a difference in the lives of 
its members, theologian J. I. Packer told a 
seminar at the Congress on the Bible in San 
Diego recently. "We have, on the whole, 
done rather badly," said Packer, an ordained 
Episcopal priest and professor of systematic 
and historical theology at Regent College, 
Vancouver. 
He told the seminar on "biblical ethics" 
that the battleground in the "battle for the 




About a month remains until the 
May 15 deadline for registering with 
the Convention Director. Use the 
forms in the February 10 issue of the 
Visitor. Your pastor should also have 
extra copies left. 
As of this writing (March 7), 324 
people have registered, and that is 
200 ahead of two years ago. This is 
very much appreciated. If you still 
need to register, be sure to fill in one 
of the green cards attached to the 
Visitor insert, whether you plan to 
commute or stay on the campus. The 
only exceptions are those who plan 
to attend evening sessions only. 
Conference will open on Saturday, 
July 3, at 1 PM. Registration will be 
on Friday, July 2, from 6 to 9 PM. 
and on Saturday, from 8-12 noon. 
Children through age 12 will have 
supervised activities during all morn-
ing (except Sunday morning), after-
noon, and evening sessions. Parents 
may take them to the designated 
rooms 15 minutes before the begin-
ning of each session, and should pick 
them up at 11:30 AM, 4:30 PM, and 
within ten minutes of the close of the 
evening session—but no later than 9 
PM if a session runs long. Exciting 
youth activities are also being arrang-
ed for those from age 12 and older (12 
year olds may choose either group). 
The faculty dining room, which 
will seat up to 80 people, is available 
for special meal meetings. Just con-
tact the Convention Director to make 
your reservation. So far the room has 
been reserved by the Brethren in 
Christ Historical Society for a break-
fast meeting on Tuesday morning, 
and by the denominational Nurses' 
Association for the evening meal that 
same day. The President's Dining 
Room (capacity 40) is presently re-
served for breakfast meetings on Mon-
day and Wednesday. The main din-
ing room is reserved for a meeting of 
Upland alumni on Sunday after the 
evening service. 
A question has come up regarding 
whether children sleeping on the 
floor in their parents' room are eligi-
ble for package rates for meals. The 
answer is yes, IF both parents are 
participating in the room / meal pack-
age plan. 
Some readers may know that 
Aaron Stern has been serving as 
Assistant Convention Director. Be-
cause of the press of a very busy 
schedule, he has asked to be relieved. 
Daryl Musser has stepped into his 
place, assisted by Lawrence Groff. 
Quite a number of people are 
arriving at Azusa for special meetings 
before Conference. Because drivers 
meeting such people at the Los An-
geles airport will not be based at 
Azusa, the mileage will be considera-
bly more from their homes. There-
fore, all people who are picked up at 
the Los Angeles airport Friday, July 
2, or taken there after Friday, July 9, 
should pay the driver $28. (As with 
the $20 charge on July 2-9, up to five 
people may share the cost when in 
one car.) 
For more information, contact 
Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Phone: (717) 766-2621; if no answer, 
call 766-8914 and leave a message. 
Special Note 
It is anticipated that Conference 
business will be expedited to facilitate 
conclusion by Thursday noon, July 
8. However, in light of the heavy 
agenda and the experience of 1980, 
delegates should be prepared to re-
main beyond that time. Flights 
should not be booked until late Thurs-
day evening or Friday morning. Thurs-
day night accommodations will be 
available. 
Harvey R. Sider 
Moderator 
